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Please send us your suggestions for contributions to the next 
Clim-HEALTH Africa Newsletter. 

Write to info@climhealthafrica.org

Clim-HEALTH Africa, established in 2013, is the International Network 
for Climate and Health for Africa. It is comprised of a group of 
African and international institutions, including the UN, academic, 
governmental and intergovernmental institutions and national and 
international NGOs. 

About Clim-Health Africa

http://info@climhealthafrica.org


Climate and Health at COP23
New Health Initiative in SIDS to Implement the Paris Agreement

The world’s nations met in Bonn, Germany 
for the 23rd annual Conference of the 
Parties (COP23) under the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
from 6-17 November, 2017.

As the second COP after the ground-
breaking Paris Agreement, COP23 
served as an opportunity to negotiate 
the technical details of implementing the 
global climate change treaty, including the 
Agreement’s health commitments.  

The WHO, in partnership with COP23 
President and Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Fiji, Frank Bainimarama, 
convened a high-level event: “Health 
Actions for the Implementation of the  
Paris Agreement”.

At this event several leaders including 
Patricia Espinosa, Executive 
Secretary of the UNFCCC, and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, strongly advocated that 
protecting health is a key argument for the 
world to quickly address the drivers and 
impacts of climate change. 

The WHO Director General Tedros 
Ghebreyesus announced WHO will launch a 
special initiative to protect the populations of 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) from 
the health impacts of climate change. The 
initiative has 4 main goals:

1) Empowerment:  Supporting health  
 leadership in SIDS to amplify their  
 voices for greater impact at home  
 and internationally;

2) Evidence: to gather the evidence to  
 support the business case for invest- 
 ment in climate change and health;
3) Implementation: to promote  
 preparedness for climate risks, and  
 health promoting mitigation policies; 
4) Resources: to triple the levels of  
	 international	financial	support	to	 
 climate and health in small island  
 developing states.

Read more about the WHO SIDS initiative 
here. In the Africa Region this initiative  
will	benefit	Cabo	Verde,	Comoros,	São	
Tomé and Príncipe, Mauritius, Seychelles, 
and Madagascar.  

For more information on the outcomes of 
COP23, visit https://cop23.unfccc.int/
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1. New Directions

Children play on the beach in Port Vila, Vanuatu. WHO/Y. Shimizu

http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/news/cop23/en/
http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/news/cop23/en/
http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/news/cop23/en/
http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/news/cop23/en/
http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/news/cop23/en/
http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/news/cop23/en/
https://cop23.unfccc.int
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Mozambique’s geographic location 
makes them highly vulnerable to 
extreme weather events, such as 
droughts,	floods,	and	tropical	cyclones.	
The recent 2015/2016 El Niño event 
affected more than 1.4 million people in 
Mozambique, leaving 1,427,000 people 
with food insecurity and impacting over 
800,000 children. 

In response to increasing risks posed by 
climate change and extreme weather, 
the national health sector has been 
working with Clim-HEALTH partners 
the USAID, World Bank, and WHO to 
become more climate resilient. To-date 
national partners have taken steps to:

● integrate Climate Change into  
 their National Environmental  
 Health Strategy;

● establish dedicated human resources  
 for climate and health;

New project will help Mozambique to build a more climate 
resilient health system 

● create health protocols for  
 Preparation, Response and Recovery  
 to extreme weather events; 

● the National Health Observatory with  
 a dedicated Climate, Environment and  
 Health Observing platform; 

● formalize a Memorandum of  
 Understanding between the  
 Meteorological agency (INAM) and  
 the National Institute of Health; 

● organize a high level public debate  
 on climate change impacts on health  
 to launch the study of Impacts of  
 Climate Changes on malaria  
 and diarrhea.
 
To build on these successes and 
accelerate progress, the Government 
of Flanders is supporting WHO to 
implement a new four-year project  
(2018-2021) that will work to: 

1) Improve governance, institutional  
 and human capacity;
2) Strengthen existing climate-sensitive  
 disease surveillance systems, and  
	 scientific	evidence	on	health	impacts		
 from climate change; 
3)	Build	the	resilience	of	specific	health		
 policies, strategies, programmes  
 and plans.

The project will enable Mozambique to 
enhance their capacities to prepare for, 
cope with, and manage the health risks 
posed by climate variability and change 
in order to sustain improvements in 
population health outcomes within the 
context of an unstable climate.

Clim-HEALTH Africa looks forward to 
following the progress of this project  
and sharing lessons from our friends  
in Mozambique. 

First high-level public debate on Climate Change and Health in Mozambique, June 22 2017



The inaugural African Ministerial 
Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET) 
Africa Hydromet Forum brought together   
500 representatives from government, 
academia, civil society, the private sector, 
and development agencies, from 12-15 
September 2017 at the African Union 
Commission headquarters in Addis Ababa. 
 
Co-hosted by the African Union 
Commission and the Government of 
Ethiopia, the Forum built consensus and 
momentum to strengthen national and 
regional weather, water, and climate 
services for sustainable development  
in Africa. 
 
Clim-HEALTH Africa representatives 
highlighted the needs of the African health 
community to coordinate at policy level, 
and enhance technical collaboration 
for climate and weather services in the 
plenary and AMCOMET Bureau meeting.  

The Fifth Global Climate and Health 
Summit ran parallel to COP23 in Bonn, 
Germany. The highly interactive event 
brought together world experts and 
representatives from several sectors 
to share best practices, encourage 
intellectual exchange and galvanise 
implementation for health sector action 
on climate change mitigation.

Speaking to the theme of the Summit, 
“Ramping up Action on Climate and 
Health in Cities and Regions”, the Hon. 
Nandi Glassie, Minister of Health for the 
Cook Islands, described the devastating 
impact climate change is already having 

In addition, a panel “Clim-HEALTH Africa 
- Developing demand for climate and 
health services”, and a side event “Clim-
HEALTH Africa - Climate information 
in the health sector” allowed partners 
to discuss issues and experiences in 
using climate information. The side event 
showcased experiences from Clim-
HEALTH Africa partners, bringing concrete 
examples of the need for meteorological 
and hydrometeorological services in the 
analysis of health data to understand 
disease patterns. 

The	Forum	closed	with	a	firm	commitment	
from Member States to promote the 
modernisation of national meteorological 
and hydrological services for the delivery 
of accurate and timely climate services to 
climate sensitive sectors, including health. 
It was further agreed that this commitment 
be integrated as a priority action in national 
action plans and development frameworks.

on Small Island Developing States. 
Dr	Nick	Watts	described	findings	of	the	
Lancet Countdown report on climate 
and health, while other plenary speakers 
highlighted opportunities for health in 
climate mitigation, and the role that 
health professionals can play, at city 
and regional levels, to make a case for 
mitigation policies.

Interactive sessions provided dialogue 
on health professional-led campaigns 
for aligning economic incentives to 
support clean energy; catalysing city-
focused initiatives aimed at mitigating 
climate change and protecting health; 

For more information see the Integrated 
African Strategy on Meteorology (Weather 
and Climate Services) here; and the 2017 
Africa Hydromet Forum outcomes and 
Communiqué here. 

5th Global Climate and Health Summit

incorporating climate change and 
health into medical school curricula; 
and developing tools that provide 
information for health mitigation and 
adaptation strategies. This included a 
feature by Clim-HEALTH Africa partners 
GIZ and the WHO/WMO Climate and 
Health	Office	on	strengthening	climate	
risk monitoring by integrating climate 
information into DHIS2 in Tanzania, 
Malawi, and Grenada. 

To learn more about the conference, 
visit the Climate and Health Alliance 
Global Climate and Health Summit.

2. Highlights

Clim-Health Partners at the AMCOMET Africa Hydromet Forum

AMCOMET participants representing Clim-HEALTH 
from Kenya Meteorological Department WHO, 
Walker Institute, IRI and National Meterological 
Deparment Burkina Faso.
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https://www.wmo.int/amcomet/en/pages/integrated-african-strategy-meteorology-weather-and-climate-services
https://www.wmo.int/amcomet/sites/default/files/field/doc/events/amcomet_africa_hydromet_forum_communique_-_23_sept.pdf
http://www.climateandhealthalliance.org/events/summit-cop23
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WHO climate-resilient water safety plans offer a systematic 
approach to managing water-borne climate and health risks 

The Clim-HEALTH Africa website now features an interactive map, showcasing 
climate	and	health	activities	across	the	continent,	as	well	as	two	country-specific	
pages for Tanzania and Malawi highlighting recent in-country news and activities and 
featuring a dashboard of national progress to achieve climate change and health 
response objectives. 

The Lancet Countdown is an international, multi-disciplinary research collaboration 
that works with policymakers from around the world to track the global response to 
climate	change	and	the	health	co-benefits	that	emerge	from	this	transition.	

Annual reports track progress on climate and heath against a series of indicators 
across	five	thematic	areas,	as	well	as	progress	in	implementing	the	commitments	of	
the Paris Agreement. 

The WHO Water Safety Plan (WSP) process offers a systematic framework 
for managing safe drinking water supply in the medium- and long-term by 
integrating considerations of climate change and variability into existing 
planning and risk management processes. 

The WHO guidelines are intended to help water suppliers and WSP teams 
develop and implement WSPs that account for climate change risks in 
both low- and high-income contexts. A recent example of its application 
is Ethiopia, where the government has published Climate Resilient Water 
Safety Plans for both urban and rural water supply systems. 

Training for teams from 12 francophone African countries was held in 
October 2017 in Dakar Senegal on small rural water supply systems. 

The Lancet Countdown tracks the world’s 
response to climate change and health

3. New Resources

Clim-HEALTH Africa website provides 
information hub for Tanzania and Malawi

CLICK TO VIEW THE COUNTRY PAGES FOR MALAWI AND TANZANIA. 

TO DOWNLOAD THE SAFETY PLAN GUIDELINES CLICK HERE.

TO VIEW THE FULL 2017  
REPORT, CLICK HERE.  

http://www.climhealthafrica.org
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/tanzania
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/malawi
http://www.wsportal.org/location/ethiopia/
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/malawi
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/tanzania
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/climate-resilient-water-safety-plans/en/
http://www.lancetcountdown.org/the-report/


4. Country Experiences

World Bank launches new global approach in Madagascar to 
integrate climate and health into sectoral plans and investments
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In response to the growing risk that climate 
change poses to global health outcomes, 
the World Bank Group (WBG) has 
developed a new approach and institution-
wide action plan to integrate health-related 
climate considerations into World Bank 
sector plans and investments. 

In line with its new approach, the WBG has 
identified	hotspot	countries that are the 
most likely to suffer from climate-related 
health impacts and the least able to cope. 

The	WBG	has	also	defined	the	new	field	of	
climate-smart healthcare, and developed a 
country-level diagnostic tool that uncovers 

vulnerabilities	and	identifies	interventions	
to enhance the climate and health co-
benefits	of	investments.	This	diagnostic	
was recently piloted in Madagascar to 
increase the climate-resilience of a new 
$100-million health and nutrition project, 
with the direct support of the WHO-WMO 
Climate	and	Health	joint	office.	

Moving forward, the WBG aims to continue 
the integration of climate change and 
health	agendas	as	reflected	in	a	new	
institutional target that ensures 20% of 
the health portfolio integrates climate 
considerations by 2020. One key activity 
envisioned over the next several years is 

Participants at the World Bank-led Madagascar climate change and health diagnostic consultation

Madagascar Climate Change and Health 
Diagnostic study. 

READ THE MADAGASCAR DIAGNOSTIC STUDY HERE.

the roll out of additional country climate 
change and health diagnostics that link 
directly to new WBG investment. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27808
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27810https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27810
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27809
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/936661516004441146/Madagascar-Climate-change-and-health-diagnostic-risks-and-opportunities-for-climate-smarthealth-and-nutrition-investment
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/936661516004441146/Madagascar-Climate-change-and-health-diagnostic-risks-and-opportunities-for-climate-smarthealth-and-nutrition-investment


Opportunities
Horizon 2020: Climate 
Services for Africa 

Call for 2019 proposals under the EU’s 
Horizon 2020 work programme 2018-
2020 on Climate Services for Africa, 
see page 18, LC-CLA-05-2019: Human 
dynamics of climate change. View. 

Request for Manuscripts: 
PLOS Medicine Special Issue: 
Climate Change and Health

The editors of PLOS Medicine have 
announced a special issue devoted to 
the health impacts of climate change. 

Research submissions are now being 
invited. Submission deadline: 2 February 
2018. View.

Request for Manuscripts: 
International Journal of 
Environmental Research 
and Public Health (IJERPH), 
Special Issue: Climate Change 
and Health Vulnerability and 
Adaptation Assessments

Invitation for research papers, case 
studies, and policy-relevant articles based 
on assessments of climate change and 
health vulnerability and adaptation at 

local, regional and national levels. 
Submission deadline: 31 July 2018. 
View. 

Expand your network—Join 
the Future Earth Health 
Knowledge-Action Network

The network connects health 
researchers, health and environmental 
policy experts, the private sector, 
and civil society to promote research 
regarding the interactions between 
environment and health. View.
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5. Opportunities and Upcoming Events

Feburary 2018 
19th International Congress 
and Association of the African 
Water Association, Bamako, 
Mali, 11-16 February 2018

A technical and scientific forum 
to discuss developments of the 
WASH sector in Africa, focused on 
“Accelerating the access to sanitation 
and the water for all in Africa amidst 
the challenge of climate change”. View. 

3rd Aid & Development  
Africa Summit, Nairobi, Kenya, 
27-28 February 2018

A forum convening 300+ humanitarian 
and development leaders, decision 
makers and advisors committed to 
achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in Africa. View.

March 2018 
11th International Conference 
on Air Quality—Science and 
Application, Barcelona, 12-16 
March 2018

A scientific conference bringing together 
partners in air quality, climate and health 
research to cover the latest research 
advances, new applications and highlight 
important implications for policy and  
users. View.

April 2018 
7th Multilateral Initiative on 
Malaria (MIM) Pan African 
Malaria Conference, Dakar,  
15-20 April 2018

The MIM alliance annual conference 
theme is “Two decades of progress, 
challenges, and perspectives in ending 
malaria.” View.

Nexus 2018: Water, Food,  
Energy and Climate, The Water 
Institute, University of North 
Carolina, 16-18 April 2018

A scientific conference convening 
scientists, academics, and practitioners 
working in government, civil society and 
business, and other stakeholders to focus 
on how and why the nexus approach can 

be used on local and international 
levels. View.

Tenth International 
Conference on Climate 
Change: Impacts and 
Responses, University of 
California at Berkeley, 20-21 
April 2018

A technical conference, featuring 
plenary sessions by some of the 
world’s leading thinkers and innovators 
in the field with a special focus on 
“Engaging with Policy on Climate 
Change”. View.

9th Global Forum on Urban 
Resilience and Adaptation, 
Bonn, Germany, 26-28  

April 2018 

The annual forum is organized 
by ICLEI - Local Governments 
for Sustainability, themes include 
ecosystem-based adaptation, 
managing climate-related health risks, 
data and ICT resilience, and evidence-

Upcoming Events

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-climate_en.pdf
http://blogs.plos.org/speakingofmedicine/2017/11/13/plos-med-special-issue-climate-change-and-health/
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph/special_issues/climate_change_vulnerability
http://futureearth.org/knowledge-action-networks
http://afwacongress2018.afwa-hq.org/en/
http://www.africa.aidforum.org
http://www.airqualityconference.org
http://s289900589.onlinehome.fr/mim2018/en/
http://www.cvent.com/events/nexus-2018-water-food-energy-and-climate/event-summary-7a6bb88243834db2b933a40829319d4d.aspx
http://on-climate.com/2018-conference


Become a 
MemberA	great	deal	has	been	achieved	since	Clim-HEALTH	Africa	was	launched	five	years	

ago. To document the issues, actions, and achievements in the region since 2013, 
the Clim-HEALTH Africa Secretariat is developing a progress report. We invite you to 
complete a survey to share your contributions to the goals of the network. This may 
include research and publications, training programmes, projects, operational and 
policy achievements or other relevant actions. Please take the time to complete this 
5-10	minute	survey,	and	to	update	your	member	profile.

To stay up-to-date on the latest happenings in the Climate and Health community 
in Africa, sign up here to receive this newsletter, and send your suggested 
contributions for the next issue to info@climhealthafrica.org. 

The effects of climate change are 
being felt across the African continent 
at an increasing pace, but so too is 
our capacity to mitigate and adapt to 
these impacts. By working together, 
we can share knowledge, resources, 
and opportunities, and further the 
impact of our individual contributions 
to tackling climate change and its 
effects. If you are conducting work 
that contributes to the goals of Clim-
HEALTH Africa, become a member by 
sending an Expression of Interest letter 
and information on your institution to 
the Clim-HEALTH Africa Secretariat at 
info@climhealthafrica.org. 

Share Your Contributing Achievements 
with the Clim-HEALTH Africa Network

Subscribe to the Clim-HEALTH Africa 
Newsletter

based adaptation planning. View.

May 2018 
World Health Assembly, 
Geneva, Switzerland, 21-16 
May 2018

The World Health Assembly is the 
decision-making body of WHO. It is 
attended by delegations from all WHO 
Member States and focuses on a 
specific health agenda. View.

The 2018 Planetary Health 
Annual Meeting, University of 

Edinburgh, 29-31 May 2018

A multidisciplinary conference to examine 
how the health impacts of global 
environmental changes manifest in 
regional settings and to highlight emerging 
responses. View.

 

 

 

June 2018 
Adaptation Futures 2018 
Conference, Cape Town, 
South Africa, 18-21 June 2018

Adaptation Futures is the biennial 
conference of the Global Programme 
of Research on Climate Change 
Vulnerability, Impacts and Adaptation 
(PROVIA). The conference includes 
health sessions, where Clim-HEALTH 
Africa partners will be participating to 
share experiences. View.

6. Get involved
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To stay up-to-date on the latest happenings in the Climate  
and Health community in Africa, sign up here to receive this 
newsletter, and send your suggested contributions for the  

next issue to info@climhealthafrica.org.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WX6NDD2
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/about
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WGB367Z
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/about
http://www.climhealthafrica.org/about
http://resilient-cities.iclei.org
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/governance/wha/en/
https://planetaryhealthannualmeeting.org
http://adaptationfutures2018.capetown
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WGB367Z
mailto:info%40climhealthafrica.org?subject=

